Minutes – LOCAL 2829 MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

AFSCME COUNCIL 5 – November 16, 2011
Mike Nelson called the meeting to Order at 5:40pm, on Wednesday, November 16, 2011. All Local Board members were present in person or via telephone.
October Minutes are not yet on the Website. 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Eric Mattson)

The October 2011 Financial Reports were distributed and summarized by Mattson. Motion made, seconded, and carried to accept the balance sheet & Revenues & Expenses report of October 31, 2011. Motion made, seconded, and carried to accept the Register Report of October 31, 2011, subject to audit.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Mike Nelson)

· Discussed the need for an upcoming local Congressional Committee to organize members to attend hearings, committee meetings, and meet with politicians, in preparation for the fight in the 2012 Political Year. 
· March 5, 2012, is the Nelly Stone dinner.

E-BOARD REPORT

· Meeting was last week after the November 10, 2011, Budget Planning Meeting. Short meeting and not much to report on.
· Recommendation was made to contribute items to the Minneapolis and Saint Paul central bodies for silent auctions.
· Budget Planning Meeting was successful. Lots of good discussion on proposed budget; will be proposed to the membership at the December 2011 Meeting, for approval.

Motion made, seconded, and carried to contribute 2 AFSCME items/goodies, which the local already has, to each the Regional Labor Bodies silent auctions.
CHIEF STEWARD’S REPORT: (Kevin Norbie-MA & Theresa St. Aoro-State)

· Grievance at Tourism was approved to be sent to arbitration.
· Huberty Firefighter grievance was approved to be sent to arbitration.

· Human Rights grievance was approved for arbitration and our local is recommending this for expedited arbitration

· 2nd step at PERA

· Five day suspension at MSRS; member will not release information needed to grieve this and does not wish to have it grieved. 

· Labor Bowl will be on May 3, 2012.

· Consider Marching in the Winter Carnival this year.

· Theresa reported on attending AFL-CIO legislative and political conference yesterday and today. She attended workshops on social networking and social media and it really highlighted the need for our local to make updates and get on board. Another workshop she attended was Holding Elected Officials accountable. The final one was Speaking to the Media. Really need to get our rank and file membership comfortable speaking with the media. Talked a lot about what unions need to do

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

St. Paul-(Theresa St. Aoro) 

· City Council members came to thank members for their support in the election.
· Talked about school board levies; surprising win in Forrest Lake. North Branch was not successful, but they have a long history of not supporting school levies.

· A poorly attended meeting this month.

· Talked about the huge fight in the 2012 political year. Asking for lost time form 
· all the locals.

· Labor of Love is asking for donations.

Minneapolis-(Mike Nelson)


· Couple of City elections and school bond issues were successful. 

· Many of the endorsed candidates were successful. 

· A member of the Regional Transit Board came and talked about what is going on with the light rail and other transportation issues.
Council 5 Executive Board- (Mike Nelson)

· Budget planning is coming up.

FIELD REPresentative REPORT (Christi Nelson)
· Arbitration Review Team met yesterday and approved all three 2829 pending arbitration.
· Stewards Training is coming up in December; any interested members can contact President Mike Nelson.

OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS:

· November 29, 2011, UFCW are holding a benefit for the sugar beet workers.
· St. Paul RLF Food drive on Monday, November 21, 2011, for the locked out sugar beet Workers. Collecting canned food, diapers, and sanitation goods.

· November 29, 2011, is the Camp Ripley Meeting. 

· Discussion on FMLA.

Motion made, seconded, and carried to pay the $100 to the Minnesota State Retiree Council for affiliation for the year.
Motion made, seconded, and carried to donate $100 to Labor of Love to help families in need in the community.
GOOD AND WELFARE:

Congratulations to Gloria Alt, who will be retiring in January 2012.

Congratulations to new grandma Kristin Dennis for the birth of her newest grandson Jackson.
Theresa St. Aoro and Mike Nelson tied & won the nightly drawing.

Motion was made to adjourn. 

Meeting was adjourned at 6:36pm.
